
From Billy Graham's Sept. 2001 message at National Cathedral 
"September 11 brings us to confess our need of God. The Bible’s words are 
our hope: 'God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the 
mountains be moved into the heart of the sea.' (Psalm 46:1–2).  
"But how do we understand something like this? Why does God allow evil 
like this to take place? I really do not know the answer totally, even to my 
own satisfaction. I have to accept, by faith, that God is sovereign, and He is a 
God of love and mercy and compassion in the midst of suffering. The Bible 
says that God is not the author of evil. It speaks of evil as a “mystery.” The 
lesson of this event is not only about the mystery of iniquity and evil, but 
secondly, it’s a lesson about our need for each other.  
"A tragedy like this could have torn our country apart, but instead it has 
united us, and we’ve become a family. Finally, difficult as it may be for us to 
see right now, this event can give a message of hope—hope for the present 
and hope for the future. 
"Yes, there is hope. There’s hope for the present, because I believe the 
stage has already been set for a new spirit in our nation. " 
Holy God, we pray that today, September 11, 2021, you will help us continue 
in this spirit of Oneness. Empower us to act – knowing through your Spirit 
that God is ALL and we ALL are One in God. Amen. 

From The Plain Man's Book of Prayers 
 We thank Thee alike for sorrow and for joy, for laughter and for tears, for 
silence and for song. 
We thank Thee for any success to lift life up, and for any failure to keep us 
humble and to help us not to forget our need of thee. 
We thank Thee for joys which will be to us forever and forever happy 
memories, and we thank Thee for sorrows which made us go to Thee 
because we had nowhere else to go.  
Grant unto us at all times, no matter what is happening to us, the certainty 
that Thou art working all things together for good. And so grant that this 
night our pillow may be peace: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

 

From Pope Benedict XVI's Sept. 2001 Prayer for healing in NYC: 
"O God of love, compassion, and healing, look on us, people of many 
different faiths and traditions, who gather today at this site, the scene of 
incredible violence and pain. 
"We ask you in your goodness to give eternal light and peace to all who died 
here victims of this tragedy simply because their work or service brought 
them here on September 11, 2001. We ask you, in your compassion to bring 
healing to those who suffer from injuries and illness. Heal, too, the pain of 
still-grieving families and all who lost loved ones in this tragedy. Give them 
strength to continue their lives with courage and hope. We are mindful as 
well of those who suffered death, injury, and loss on the same day at the 
Pentagon and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Our hearts are one with theirs as 
our prayer embraces their pain and suffering. 
"God of peace, bring your peace to our violent world: peace in the hearts of 
all men and women and peace among the nations of the Earth. Comfort and 
console us, strengthen us in hope, and give us the wisdom and courage to 
work tirelessly for a world where true peace and love reign among nations 
and in the hearts of all." 

Jeremiah 9:24 “But let the one who boasts, boast about this: that they have 
the understanding to know Me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight.” 

From The Book of Common Prayer 
Almighty God, who hast created us in thine own image, grant us grace 
fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression. 
Amen. 

From The Iona Abby Worship Book, 2017 
God, in whose heart is love and justice,  
show us this day whom we must love and what we should challenge or 
change in order that your will for the earth might be done. 
        Increase our hope,  
            dispel our apathy, 
                inspire our imagination,  
                    deepen our commitment  
                        until we become the signs of your kingdom  
                        for which we and others pray. Amen.  
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/9-24.html


Prayers for the Twentieth Anniversary of 9/11 
BY DEREK WEBER 

We remember, God of history and remembrance, we remember. We 
remember when the towers fell and the lives were lost; we remember 
the dust and the smoke, the despair, and the grief. We remember that 
sense of vulnerability and shock. We remember the numbness that 
overwhelmed us as we watched our screens for hours and hours, 
waiting for an explanation and understanding that never came. We 
remember. 
We remember, God of hope and presence, we remember. We 
remember the heroes, those who rushed to help, who guided the 
wounded down innumerable flights of stairs, who rose to overwhelm 
those who held death in their hands. We remember the hours and the 
days of binding wounds and healing hurts, giving comfort, drying 
tears. We remember words of support and compassion from nations 
far and wide. We remember. 
We remember in part because we see the ripples of that tragic day 
continue to impact our world twenty years later. We grieve with allies 
today as our allies grieved with us twenty years ago. And together we 
wonder if there will ever be an end . . . to violence, to war, to hatred, 
to death. We remember and we grieve our world’s inability to learn 
the things that lead to peace. 
We call to you now in our remembrance, God of justice and of peace. Give 
us a will to truly pray that your kingdom may come on earth as it is in 
heaven. Amen and Amen. 
On this day of solemn remembrance: 
May we honor the lives that were lost in this tragic act.  
May we give thanks for those who served and saved, rendered aid and 
assistance. May we give comfort to those who live with loss.  
May we seek justice and peace where it is within our ability, and rely on you 
when the ability escapes us. 

On this day of solemn remembrance: 
May we build what has been torn down.  
May we mend what has been broken.  
May live your love when hate seems to reign.  
May we bear witness to the cause of peace. Amen.
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